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In theory, citizenship denotes an absolute status: whether by blood or place of birth, one is born into
citizenship or else acquires it through a process that the new United States called, tellingly,
“naturalization.” In practice, however, citizenship is typically anything but absolute. Differences of
various sorts—gender, race, religion, age, wealth, education, status, lineage—have often shaped the
particular citizenship rights an individual is accorded and can invoke. What | will suggest in this talk is
that the phantom of the “normal mind” came over the nineteenth and twentieth centuries to haunt
many of these adumbrations of citizenship, at least in the United Statesand Britain, and
that technologies of difference—particularly norms and scales—constituted some of the ways in which
practitioners of the human sciences provided, if at times inadvertently, ways of demarcating minds
that could have significant legal and social ramifications.
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Princeton University in History (of Science) and a B.A. in Philosophy from Harvard University. He joined
the History Department at Michigan in 1998 after postdoctoral fellowships at the Wellcome Institute
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